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PRESS RELEASE

At the Light of the Torah – Colorful Orthodox Jewish Worlds before the Shoah

Traveling exhibition – Everyday religious life in pre-Holocaust Hungary, seen from the inside

Location: V. I. Vernadskyi National Library of Ukraine
Volodymyrska Street 62, Kyiv – Grand Reading Room, Institute of Manuscripts
Date and Time: January 27, 2026, at 12:00
Organized by: The Embassy of Hungary in Kyiv and V. I. Vernadskyi National Library of Ukraine
In cooperation with: The Budapest Holocaust Memorial Center (https://hdke.hu/ )

On the occasion of International Holocaust Remembrance Day, the traveling exhibition titled “At the Light of the Torah – Colorful Orthodox Jewish Worlds before the Shoah” will open in Kyiv, offering a unique insight into the diverse everyday life of Orthodox Jewish communities in Hungary before the Holocaust.

The exhibition sheds light on how religious traditions were preserved and lived in the midst of modernization — from kosher food practices to modest clothing, from holiday customs to parenting methods. This is a portrait painted not from above, but from within the community, focusing on family and local perspectives instead of religious elites.

Opening Ceremony – Welcome Speeches by:
· Dr. Lyubov Andriivna Dubrovina,
Director General of V.I. Vernadskyi National Library of Ukraine,
Doctor of Historical Sciences, Professor, Corresponding Member of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine
· H.E. Mr. Antal Heizer,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Hungary to Ukraine
· H.E. Mr. Michael Brodsky,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Israel to Ukraine
· A representative of the Chief Rabbi of Kyiv,
offering greetings on behalf of the local Jewish religious leadership

Themes of the Exhibition:
· Urban kosher supply systems in the 19th–20th centuries
· Orthodox views on modest fashion and dress codes
· Concepts of acceptable leisure and holiday practices
· Religious education and parenting within the community
· Women’s roles and family dynamics

Cultural and Historical Context: 
The exhibition also explores the unique positioning of Hungarian Orthodox Jewry between Eastern and Western Europe, highlighting the cultural differences between communities originating from Bohemia-Moravia and those from Habsburg Galicia.
 
About the Exhibition
This is a modular, traveling exhibition, available for loan to museums, libraries, and cultural institutions across Europe. It includes, archival documents, and thematic panels ready for installation.
 
“The light of the Torah is not merely symbolic—it is a living tradition, illuminating the everyday lives, values, and resilience of a community that once flourished across the Carpathian Basin.”Az űrlap alja
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